Petrie (1992) hypothesized that a female should copulate frequently with her mate so as to reduce her mate's involvement in extrapair copulations. By reducing her mate's involvement in extrapair copulations, a female may: (1) avoid the transmission of parasites and sexually transmitted diseases (Hamilton 1990); (2) may avoid sperm depletion by her mate; and (3) may monopolize her mate's paternal care (Petrie 1992). Not only do males assist females in nest building by adding feathers, the feathers that males add may make a significant contribution to female reproductive success. Winklet (1993) demonstrated by experiment that nestlings reared in nests with feathers were larger and had fewer ectoparasites when 12 days old, and fledged earlier than nestlings reared in nests from which he removed feathers. However, feathers had 
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